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COURSE AIMS AND INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Educational services for children are undergoing major changes on both a legislative and institutional level. New scenarios are being conceived and designed for the education and care of children, with a view to building an integrated system of services for children, in view of overcoming the so-called "split system" that sees services dedicated to children aged 0-3 and from 3-6 years old. 
The course intends to address the 0-6 curriculum topic with a view to educational continuity, identifying its constitutive dimensions: spaces, times, relationships. The course also intends to offer the knowledge and tools for orienting oneself in the culture of infancy and to refine students' knowledge and skills in the coordination of educational services for the 0-6 age group. 
At the regulatory level, particular attention will be paid to some recent national documents aimed at strengthening the 0-6 system, alongside which the topics of speech and creativity will be explored as devices that will allow an educational experience that places the child, its resources and its subjectivity at the centre. 
At the end of the course, students will be able to: 
- know the main cultural and regulatory references of the current debate on Early Childhood Education and Care and the construction of a 0-6 curriculum;
- know the fundamentals of an integrated 0-6 training system within the framework of the most recent childhood education policies;
- devise the use of the main pedagogical devices and methodological tools for implementing 0-6 educational continuity;
- competently consider the quality of childcare services that is achieved through four fundamental tools of educational work: observation, planning, documentation and evaluation;
- understand and value the functions of speech and creativity as the core of a child's educational experience.
COURSE CONTENT
The following main topics will be addressed during the lectures:
- the integrated system of educational services for children aged 0-6;
- 0-6 educational continuity within the framework of national and European policies;
- pedagogical foundations and key dimensions of the 0-6 curriculum;
- educational quality in childcare services: indicators;
- the value of speech and creativity in the developmental and learning processes of children.
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TEACHING METHOD 
Lectures. The lectures provide for the active involvement of students, through moments of debate and discussion, the possible testimony of professionals from educational services and, subject to the possibility that all students enrolled in the course are able to participate, the visit to some particularly interesting and innovative services for children. 
The materials used during lectures will be made available to students through the Blackboard platform.
ASSESSMENT METHOD AND CRITERIA 
Students may take an interim test, which will focus on the contents covered in the first semester and will take place, on a date to be defined, in the months of January-February. The methods for taking the interim test, along with its format and scheduling, will be announced on the lecturer's webpage and on the Blackboard platform. The completion of the exam will take place in the official exam sessions starting from the summer session of June-July. The final mark will be based on the average of the marks obtained in the interim test and final exam.
During the examination, the following aspects will be ascertained: knowledge of the topics covered in lectures and of the content of the reading list texts; an ability to argue on the issues addressed using adequate scientific references and with an appropriate language; and an aptitude for critical and reflective re-elaboration. 
NOTES AND PREREQUISITES 
The course is specialised in nature and, therefore, assumes a command of the theoretical and methodological foundations of pedagogy and educational work. 

Should the current Covid-19 health emergency not allow face-to-face teaching, remote teaching will be guaranteed using methods that will be communicated in good time to students.

Information on office hours available on the teacher's personal page at http://docenti.unicatt.it/. 

