Political Philosophy
Prof. Elisabetta Zambruno
COURSE AIMS AND INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES
The course aims to provide students with a general understanding of Political philosophy while trying to examine, first of all, its nature, methodology, objectives, and meaning in the actual context. Furthermore, it aims to reflect upon the concept of peace through Giorgio La Pira’s thought.
[bookmark: _Hlk39568501]Intended learning outcomes
Knowledge and understanding
At the end of the course, students will be able to:
–	know and understand the main coordinates of Political philosophy;
–	recognise the Authors and some topics related to the political models that have characterised the history of Western philosophical thought;
–	carry out a critical distinction of the political passages and changes between different historical periods;
–	describe, using a critical approach, some topics analysed during classes. 
Ability to apply knowledge and understanding 
At the end of the course, students will be able to:
–	identify the most significant topics of Political philosophy;
–	design research paths on some important topics of Political philosophy from a global perspective;
–	prefigure the skills required to implement educational and training interventions also through the knowledge of their underlying social and political dynamics.
‘Independent judgment’, ‘Communication skills’, and ‘Learning skills’
–	Students will be able to collect and apply their skills in order to implement training and educational interventions;
–	communicate information on political topics to experts and amateurs;
–	develop the learning skills they need to pursue further studies with a high degree of autonomy.
COURSE CONTENT
The Authors.
What is political philosophy. 
Politics, political, anti-politics.
Justice.
Reflections on man and peace in Giorgio La Pira’s thought.
READING LIST
R. GATTI - L. ALICI, Filosofia politica, Morcelliana, Brescia 2018. Part one. Chapter one. Chapter two. Chapter three. Chapter four from p. 102 to p. 105. Chapter five from p. 107 to p. 110 and from p. 120 to p. 124. Chapter six from p. 133 to p. 139. Part two. Chapter one. Chapter two. Chapter three.
E. ZAMBRUNO, Giorgio La Pira: l’uomo, la fede, la pace, Mimesis, Milan-Udine 2023. ISBN: 9791222301907. Purchasable from mimesisebookstore.it and Amazon, Kobo, Ibs.
Students are invited to read Pope Francis’ Contro la guerra. Il coraggio di costruire la pace, Solferino-Libreria Editrice Vaticana, Milan-Vatican City 2022.
TEACHING METHOD
The course will be based on frontal lectures taking place in class and focused on in-depth theoretical analysis and discussions on the topics introduced also with the support of slides. 
ASSESSMENT METHOD AND CRITERIA
Assessment method
Oral exams at the end of the course. Students will be asked four questions: one on the authors studied, two on the concepts, and one on La Pira. 40% of the final mark will result from the first question, while the remaining 60% from the other three.
Assessment criteria
[bookmark: _Hlk133516071]The exam will start from the topics that stimulated the students’ interest and then consider some of the main subjects analysed in class. In particular, the following elements will be appreciated: the clarity of the exposition, the use of an adequate terminology, the ability to carry out a critical argumentation of the topics analysed, and the individual reinterpretation of the contents.
NOTES AND PREREQUISITES
[bookmark: _Hlk133516524]Notes
Class attendance is not compulsory, yet strongly recommended.
Erasmus students are invited to contact the lecturer.
Further information on the passages of the recommended readings that are specifically relevant to the course, together with additional readings and study material will be made available by the lecturer during classes and on Blackboard. 
Prerequisites
[bookmark: _Hlk133516755]As this is an introductory course, there are no prerequisites in terms of content. However, students should show a certain interest and intellectual curiosity towards philosophical thinking based on the problems of Political philosophy.
[bookmark: _Hlk18846207][bookmark: _Hlk18839278][bookmark: _Hlk18839048]Further information can be found on the lecturer's webpage at http://docenti.unicatt.it/web/searchByName.do?language=ENG or on the Faculty notice board.

