Film Studies
PROF. MASSIMO LOCATELLI
COURSE AIMS AND INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES 
The course will introduce the student to the theories of the cinema and the audiovisual, enabling them to develop the basic abilities needed to orient themselves in the contemporary debate on the media. It will focus in particular the different theories about cinematographic and audiovisual genres and, within this framework, the psychological studies on media experience. By the end of the course, students will be able to identify and define the essential historical and theoretical themes in the filmological debate and present a well-structured analysis of an audiovisual product.
COURSE CONTENT
The course will develop in two parts: the first part will give the student a historical overview of the genesis of the main theoretical models developed in the sphere of the debate on the cinematographic genres in the last century, underscoring key moments and decisive works. It will then guide the students in approaching and dealing with problems associated with the contemporary film scene, highlighting fundamental links and looking at productions in the noir and thriller genres as a case study, with particular attention for its emotional element.
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TEACHING METHOD
Lectures for the general section. Analysis workshops with students’ involvement (advanced lessons) for the in-depth part.
ASSESSMENT METHOD AND CRITERIA
Assessment will be based on a written test, an individual paper and an oral exam. The exam is held on the Blackboard platform; it’s aimed at evaluating the basic knowledge; it contributes to defining the final mark for a third of the total (10 points).
The individual analysis (paper) takes the form of a case study to be agreed with the lecturer and submitted according to the deadline and format communicated in advance via Blackboard. It will assess students’ ability to accurately and critically apply knowledge acquired, as well as their writing skills. It is worth a third of the total marks (10).
First of all, the oral exam aims to verify students’ acquisition of the methodological approaches to the discipline. Secondly, it aims to verify students’ skills in reading and interpreting complex series of texts concerning the specific sector examined during the course, from a clear and coherent historical and theory-based perspective. It helps determine the final mark for the last third of the total (10 marks, with the possibility of lode (distinction)).
Attending students can agree on a personalised itinerary with the lecturer, as per the instructions on Blackboard.
NOTES AND PREREQUISITES
As it is an introductory course, there are no prerequisites in terms of content. Students are nevertheless expected to demonstrate an interest in and intellectual curiosity about historical and theoretical reflection on the media. They are encouraged to use a textbook on the history of cinema and audiovisual production in order to prepare for the course (details of suitable books will be provided on Blackboard).
Further information can be found on the lecturer's webpage at http://docenti.unicatt.it/web/searchByName.do?language=ENG or on the Faculty notice board.
