Archaeology and History of Classical Art (with a Workshop on Cataloguing Artefacts of the Classical Period)
PROF. FRANCESCA BONZANO
COURSE AIMS AND INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES
The course is divided into two modules worth 6 ECTS credits each and taught over two semesters. The Workshop on Cataloguing Artefacts of the Classical Period is integral to the course and will the taken by Serena Massa.
The aim of this course is to refine students’ critical thinking and consolidate their methodological approach to the study of contexts and situations peculiar to classical archaeology, within a broad and differentiated chronological arch and geographical field.
The materials used will be mainly historiographical, iconographical and methodological in nature. 
At the end of the course, students will be able to critically analyse a collection of finds, a building or a site, and contextualise them within a wider field of interpretation that sheds light on the developmental dynamics (economic, artistic and monumental) of specific centres.
The Workshop on Cataloguing Artefacts is designed to teach students basic methodologies for cataloguing archaeological finds, specifically concerning the main types of ceramic Roman-era artefacts in the Mediterranean area.
At the end of the course, students will have acquired the methodological skills for recognising, selecting and broadly classifying archaeological artefacts.
MODULE 1 (Prof. Francesca Bonzano): 
The traditional study of the Greek and Roman art often leads to the separation of works from their original location, when known. Statues and images of various types, materials and styles, and from various periods, will be analysed in lectures, with the aim of reflecting on their arrangement within the architectural space, the processes and methods by which they were used. The case studies will include both famous works and less well-known works, from both the Greek and Roman eras; the contexts in question will be both private and public from Greece, Asia Minor and various Western contexts. The relationship between Greek art and the Roman world will also be addressed, especially with regard to the great phenomenon of the production of copies of Greek originals and their placement and juxtaposition in new contexts.
MODULE 2 (Prof. Francesca Bonzano):
The Severan dynasty is the last great dynasty to lead the empire before the “crisis of the third century”, which led to a period of political, economic and social instability; under them, ranging from the age of the “good emperors” of the second century to the world on the cusp of the late-ancient period, important works would be carried out both in Rome and in the provinces of the West and East, and with the measure implemented by Caracalla, Roman citizenship would be granted to all free men of the empire. The course aims to retrace the political project of the Severan dynasty through the building renovation programs undertaken in Rome and in the provinces. It will offer an overview of the city and its monuments, either built from scratch or restored after the fires of 192 and 217 A.D. The course will also analyse certain provincial cities, with a particular focus on Africa and Leptis Magna, the birthplace of Septimius Severus.
WORKSHOP ON CATALOGUING CLASSICAL artefacts (Prof. Serena Massa):
A summary of the history of the discipline will serve as the premise and introduction to current methodologies for analysing material evidence in archaeology. The standard procedures for morphologically and technologically analysing artefacts are presented on a theoretical level and applied in practice to classifying various types of ceramics widespread in the Mediterranean area between the 4th century B.C. and the 7th century A.D.
At the end of the course, students will be able to know the correct methodology used to classify archaeological finds, especially ceramics, and describe artefacts from the point of view of their size, material, and morphology.
COURSE CONTENT
MODULE 1: Ancient images in context: function, location, use.
MODULE 2: Severan dinasty in Rome and in the provinces.
CATALOGUING WORKSHOP: The most important categories of Roman artefacts
READING LIST
Below is a list of the main texts used by lecturers for preparing the individual modules.
For module 1:
S. BETTINETTI, La statua di culto nella pratica rituale greca, Levante, Bari, 2001.
J. MYLONOPOULOS (a cura di), Divine Images and Human Imaginations in Ancient Greece and Rome, Brill, Leiden-Boston 2010.
S. SETTIS-A. ANGUISSOLA-D. GASPAROTTO (a cura di), Serial/Portable Classic: the Greek canon and its mutation, Catalogo della mostra (Milano, 9 maggio-24 agosto 2015), Progetto Prada Arte, Milano, 2015.
G. ADORNATO-I. BALD ROMANO-G. CIRUCCI-A. POGGIO (a cura di), Restaging Greek Artworks in Roman Times, LED, Milano, 2018.
For module 2:
G. BEJOR-M.T. GRASSI-S. MAGGI-F. SLAVAZZI, Arte e archeologia delle province romane, Mondadori, Milano, 2011.
S. LUSNIA, Creating Severan Rome: the architecture and self-image of L. Septimius Severus (A.D. 193-211), Latomus, Bruxelles, 2014.
E. LA ROCCA-C. PARISI PRESICCE-A. LO MONACO (a cura di), L’età dell’angoscia. Da Commodo a Diocleziano (180-305 d.C.), Mondo Mostre, Roma, 2015.
R. REA-C. PANELLA-A. D’ALESSIO (a cura di), Roma Universalis. L’impero e la dinastia venuta dall’Africa, Catalogo della mostra (Roma,  15 nov 2018–25 ago 2019), Electa, Milano, 2018.
For the workshop on cataloguing artefacts.
A. BARCLAY ET AL. 2016, A Standard for Pottery Studies in Archaeology, Historic England.
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/305318918_A_Standard_for_Pottery_Studies_in_Archaeology.
M. CECI, R. SANTANGELI VALENZIANI, La ceramica nello scavo archeologico. Analisi, quantificazione e interpretazione, Carocci Editore, 2016.
N. CUOMO DI CAPRIO 2007, Ceramica in archeologia 2. Antiche tecniche di lavorazione e moderni metodi di indagine. New extended edition, Rome.
The specific reading list for preparing the exam will be provided at the end of the respective semesters, along with a detailed overview of the topics addressed in the individual lectures and a complete list of the texts used by the lecturer. The slides projected in lectures will be uploaded onto the Blackboard platform as the course progresses. 
TEACHING METHOD
Lectures with projected images and corresponding commentary. In the workshop, students will participate in practical activities under the guidance of the lecturer, involving the use of a stereo microscope.
Details of any study visits (museums or archaeological sites), coordinated with other courses, will be communicated throughout the year.
ASSESSMENT METHOD AND CRITERIA
Students will be assessed by means of an oral exam designed to verify their knowledge of course content and the methodological procedures illustrated in lectures and further clarified in the texts on the reading list. Students will be assessed on their ability to summarise complex issues using clear language, including subject-specific terminology, and to critically reformulate the themes presented on the course.
The skills acquired on the workshop will also be assessed by means of an oral exam.
Those who have to prepare a paper instead of attending the cataloguing workshop (see prerequisites) will be examined by means of a written test or oral exam by Prof. F. Bonzano.
NOTES AND PREREQUISITES
Prerequisites
Due to the specialist nature of this course, students are expected have general knowledge of the development of Greek and Roman art history. Students without this prior knowledge will substitute the cataloguing workshop with a workshop for preparing a paper (relating to the Classical Archaeology course on the undergraduate degree programme). In any case, students are advised to check the suitability of their previous study with the lecturer at the beginning of the course, so that any gaps in their knowledge may be filled.
Further information can be found on the lecturer's webpage at http://docenti.unicatt.it/web/searchByName.do?language=ENG or on the Faculty notice board.
