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COURSE AIMS AND INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Knowledge and understanding 
Students will study the legal rules governing the relationship between the Italian State and religions with a view to enhancing their own legal education. Thus, students successfully attending the course of ecclesiastical law may learn the historical and positive law principles regulating the relationships between religious and political order.
Ability to apply knowledge and understanding 
The knowledge and understanding of the subject studied will enable students to acquire the interpretative instruments for a conscious and not emotional approach to the problems posed by the religious order in the Italian and European society in order to independently provide and communicate solutions and opinions on the uncertainty of a multicultural and multi-religious system.
With specific reference to legal relations with the Catholic Church, it is advisable (if not essential) that students first pass their exams in Canon Law in order to have a complete picture from the point of view of both the Catholic Church and the State. The course will devote special attention to issues concerning the Concordat with the Catholic Church as well as the agreements entered into between the State and other religious denominations. Since the principle of religious freedom, the civil effects of a religious marriage and the civil status of ecclesiastical corporations are issues that are of relevance to a wide range of careers that students could embark on, they will be dealt with in the special part of the course with a particular focus on their links with constitutional law, administrative law and the international legal order.
COURSE CONTENT
Object and sources of «Ecclesiastical Law»; the systems of relationships between political power and religious phenomenon; the Italian Constitution: religious freedom and secular state; religious freedom in supranational law; ecclesiastical bodies and religious bodies; the financing and tax regime of religious denominations; ecclesiastical properties and goods of religious interest; ministers of religion and their livelihoods; the Holy See and the Vatican City State; religious instruction and religiously qualified schools; the marriage; criminal law and religious phenomenon; spiritual assistance in separate communities.
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TEACHING METHOD
Classroom frontal lectures describing the course content.
Upon completion of the course, students will be able to attend:
· the seminar Religious bodies and the third sector, held by Alessandro Perego
· the practical exercises concerning The international protection of religious freedom, held by Matthias Ferrero 
ASSESSMENT METHOD AND CRITERIA
The final exam aims to assess the students’ attainment of the learning outcomes.
 The students’ learning assessment consists of a final oral exam. The questions concerning the key points of the different parts of the program aim to test the candidates’ general knowledge, their ability to critically approach the topics studied and to cross-reference the different parts of the course contents.
Criteria for the awarding of the final grade:
The final grade will be equally awarded based on the students’ qualitative and quantitative reasoning skills, their critical approach to the topics covered during the course, and their ability to cross-reference the different parts of the course contents.
More specifically, the oral exam consists of a series of questions on the course textbooks and the final mark is the average of the scores obtained in these questions. Student who prove to have a comprehensive view of the topics addressed during lectures combined with their ability to use them with a critical approach, and to have a good command of the subject-specific language will be awarded top marks. Students with inappropriate ability to synthesise and analyse information and/or a correct but not always appropriate language use will be awarded a pass mark; students with knowledge gaps and/or inappropriate use of the language– although with limited knowledge of the exam material – will be awarded a fail mark. Also knowledge gaps (e.g. neglecting a part of the study material included in the syllabus), inappropriate use of the language, and difficulties getting familiar with the reading list material suggested during the course will be assessed with a fail mark .
NOTES AND PREREQUISITES
Students are required to have basic knowledge of private law and constitutional law.
For students attending lectures the specifics of the course programme will be defined during the initial lessons. 
Further information can be found on the lecturer's webpage at http://docenti.unicatt.it/web/searchByName.do?language=ENG or on the Faculty notice board.
