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The course aims to describe and analyse criminal phenomena from a micro- and macro-economic perspective, and provide students with those theoretical-analytical tools and intervention policies that can help them understand and manage this complex phenomenon.
The course can be ideally divided into four sections: (i) the first one will explain the main theoretical contributions in the field of economics of crime; (ii) the second section will consider empirical evidence referring to main criminal phenomena; (iii) the third section will be dedicated to mafias; (iv) the fourth session will analyse the economic aspects of certain complex and interrelated topics, such as illegal drug trade and money laundering. 
In terms of Knowledge and Understanding, at the end of the course students will be able to:
· master the technical jargon of this discipline, as well as its main theoretical and conceptual tools;
· orient themselves among different sources of information and economic data in order to understand, from a critical perspective, the consequences of economic policies on criminal phenomena;
· interpret economic dynamics with consequences on security at a social level.
From a practical point of view, at the end of the course students will be able to:
· highlight the economic aspects of crimes;
· identify the economic factors linked to the persistence of mafias;
· elaborate their own economic solutions aimed at maintaining security.
COURSE CONTENT
Economic theories of crime.
Corruption: theoretical and empirical aspects. 
A theoretical model of organised crime. 
Mafias: origins, categorisation and economic aspects. 
Economic policies and mafia.
Rational Addiction theory
Illegal drug trade.
Casino and crime. 
Money laundering: theory and practices.
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Further bibliography, suggested readings, and slides will be available on the lecturer’s webpage.
TEACHING METHOD
Frontal lectures.
ASSESSMENT METHOD AND CRITERIA
For all the students (including the ones who can’t attend classes), the assessment method consists in the drafting of a paper to be sent to the lecturer.
This method is aimed at putting students in the best conditions to pass the final exam. In general, it allows to evaluate the students’ degree of preparation, as well as their personal reinterpretation skills.
NOTES AND PREREQUISITES
Prerequisites
The course does not require prerequisites
Informatkion regarding the final exam
Procedures and  delivery schedules of the final exam will be available on the lecturer’s webpage and on Blackboard pltaform.
In case the current Covid-19 health emergency does not allow frontal teaching, remote teaching and assessment will be carried out following procedures that will be promptly notified to students.
Further information can be found on the lecturer's webpage at http://docenti.unicatt.it/web/searchByName.do?language=ENG, or on the Faculty notice board.
