Workshop on Sustainability and Design: An Ecological Approach to International Cooperation
Prof. Chiara Ginanni
COURSE AIMS AND INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES
The course aims to provide students with a general understanding of the meaning of sustainability in its various forms (environmental, economic, social, cultural, etc.) and its integration into the design of international cooperation interventions. In particular, starting from the contents of Pope Francis’s Laudato Si’ encyclical, the course will focus on the construction of useful indicators to integrate the dimension of integral ecology both into the design of a new project proposal and in the interpretation and evaluation of an existing project. The proposed approach aims to take a multidimensional perspective, integrating the environmental and social dimensions in particular, in order to help promote “fully-fledged” human development.
Intended learning outcomes
By the end of the course, students will: know the main aspects of sustainability and the essentials of “integral ecology”; be able to build and interpret a monitoring/evaluation grid with suitable output and outcome indicators; be able to read and evaluate a design experience in the light of this approach; be able to integrate the fundamental elements of integral ecology into the formulation of a new project for international cooperation.
COURSE CONTENT
Theoretical introductory framework: integral ecology and sustainability, starting with the Laudato Si’
“Participatory” construction of a grid of output and outcome indicators in order to integrate the above aspects.
Analysis and evaluation of existing project proposals/interventions, proposed by the lecturer or by the class.
Completion of a short paper containing an original intervention proposal inspired by the contents of the course.
READING LIST
Encyclical Letter LAUDATO SI’ of the Holy Father Francesco on care for our common home http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/it/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html 
La Guida per l’Ecologia Integrale 2020 – FOCSIV https://www.focsiv.it/la-guida-per-lecologia-integrale-2020/ 
Integrale ecology. Laudato si’ Ricerca, formazione, conversione – ed. by C. Giuliodori, P. Malavasi – Edizioni Vita e Pensiero
Lecture notes and materials.
TEACHING METHOD
The course will be delivered by means of classroom lectures accompanied by practical exercises and group and individual tasks.
NB: Owing to the nature of the workshop, attendance is required. Any difficulties students experience in attending should be reported to the lecturer in charge of the workshop, who, where possible, can make arrange alternative arrangements.
ASSESSMENT METHOD AND CRITERIA
Students will be assessed on:
1.	their active participation in lectures and classroom activities i.e. asking questions that are consistent and relevant to the topics presented, and the voicing opinions and thoughts related to course topics 
2.	an individual written assignment in the form of a short original project, through which they must demonstrate their grasp of the topics and basic ideas discussed in lectures and which will be presented in the classroom or during the oral examination
NOTES AND PREREQUISITES
Should the Covid-19 health emergency prevent in-person teaching, distance learning alternatives will be put in place, details of which will be provided to students in good time.
Prerequisites
As this is an introductory course, it has no prerequisites in terms of contents. However, students will benefit from taking the Project Cycle Workshop before taking this one. 
Further information can be found on the lecturer's webpage at http://docenti.unicatt.it/web/searchByName.do?language=ENG or on the Faculty notice board.

