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COURSE AIMS AND INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES
The course intends to provide students with basic theoretical and methodological notions of atypical development and disability. 
Knowledge and understanding
At the end of the course, students will be able to recognise, understand and accurately describe the needs of persons with disability and atypical development, reading them in relation with:
· their cognitive, emotional and relational development,
· family dynamics - both parents and siblings
· school dynamics – both teachers and peers
Ability to apply knowledge and understanding
At the end of the course, students will be able to:
· create educational projects in response to the needs of people with disability and atypical development and marginalised people, by properly using acquired knowledge regarding cognitive, emotional and relational development.
· provide educational consultancy for families, school workers and rehabilitation centres considering the paths these people follow in order to face and cope with development disorders
· work as a team and use “shared vocabulary” in relation to development disorders and disability.
COURSE CONTENT
Course content includes:
· Definition of atypical development.
· Typical and atypical development: traditional aspects and new research perspectives.
· Definition of disability
· Social representations of disability
· Brief presentation of diagnostic systems for disability during early childhood
· Introduction to different types of disability (visual-auditory-motor- intellectual - autistic spectrum disorders) with particular emphasis on cognitive, emotional and relational development
· Learning disability
· Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)
· People with disabilities in contexts: family and school 
–	Study paths after compulsory schooling.
· Self-confidence and Resilience
· Working in a team
READING LIST
The reading list includes a textbook, a volume from a list supplied by the lecturer and material posted on Blackboard. Specifically:
M. ZANOBINI-M.C. USAI, Psicologia della disabilità e dei disturbi dello sviluppo. Elementi di riabilitazione e d'intervento, Franco Angeli, Milan, 2019 (New updated and expanded edition).
One volume from a list supplied by the lecturer at the beginning the course.
The in-depth materials on the Blackboard platform.
TEACHING METHOD
The course consists of lectures integrated with simulations, case studies and visits from experts.  
ASSESSMENT METHOD AND CRITERIA
Oral examination.
Students will be assessed on their understanding of course content, how they are able to apply it to situations and cases presented to them, and their use of language and methodology pertaining to the subject.
For the purposes of the evaluation, therefore, the following will contribute: the relevance of the answers, the appropriate use of specific terminology, the coherent structuring of the speech, the ability to identify conceptual links, critical reflection. The overall assessment will take into account the mastery shown by the student in relation to the aforementioned classification levels.
NOTES AND PREREQUISITES
There are no prerequisites for attending the course. However, any previous study for psychology examinations will facilitate understanding. For possible need of deepening is recommended: L. Camaioni-P. Di Blasio, “Psicologia dello sviluppo”, Il Mulino, Bologna, 2002.
Further information can be found on the lecturer's webpage at http://docenti.unicatt.it/web/searchByName.do?language=ENG or on the Faculty notice board.
