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COURSE AIMS AND INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES 
The course aims to inspire interest in the study of history and furnish students with a general understanding of the main developments in modern history, from the Renaissance until the start of the process of Italian national unification. It also aims to introduce students to the techniques for learning and understanding course content, including through the extended, in-depth study of certain aspects, based on direct examination of the sources.
The first semester of the course (module 1) will involve lectures to present the most important political, social, economic and cultural topics in modern history and a number of seminars for studying key topics in world history in greater depth.
During semester 2 (module 2), some aspects of European history will be presented, from the Renaissance to the National Risorgimento era, with particular reference to the theme of war and peace, addressed at various times and from various perspectives (theoretical treatises, events, political-diplomatic activities, etc.).
Knowledge and understanding 
By the end of the course, students will be able to: 1. identify the phases of modern history, with a particular focus on chronological stages; 2. find their bearings in terms of the historic geography of Ancien Régime European states.
Applying knowledge and understanding 
By the end of the course, students will have gradually become accustomed to using their knowledge of history to view the present through the lens of the past. They will also be able to read and understand simple historic documents, including those of a non-literary nature.
COURSE CONTENT
	MODULE 1 (1st semester) (general section – 6 credits – cannot be retaken)
–	General section and introduction to the study of modern history (15th-19th centuries).
	MODULE 2 (2nd semester) (advanced course – 6 credits – may be retaken)
–	Wars and peace in the modern centuries: events, theories, texts, stories. The debate on war beginning with the writings of Machiavelli and Erasmus of Rotterdam.
READING LIST
	For module 1 
1.	Lecture notes.
2.	A reliable history manual used in high schools and a historical atlas. 
1. The following texts:
· P. Prodi, Introduzione allo studio della storia moderna, Bologna, Il Mulino, 1999. 
· F. Braudel, Storia misura del mondo, Il Mulino, Bologna 2002.	

For module 2:
2. Lecture notes.
3. Libro dell’arte della guerra di Niccolò Machiavelli cittadino et secretario fiorentino […], various online editions, including: [Venice] Eredi di Aldo Manuzio, 1540.  (https://teca.bncf.firenze.sbn.it/ImageViewer/servlet/ImageViewer?idr=BNCF00004035913). 
4. Erasmo da Rotterdam, Adagi, testo latino a fronte, a c. di E. Lelli, Bompiani, Milano 2013. (other editions, including digital, are fine as long as they are unabridged).
5. G. Parker, La rivoluzione militare: le innovazioni militari e il sorgere dell'Occidente, Il mulino, Bologna 2005.
6. Guerre ed eserciti nell'età moderna, a c. di P. Bianchi – P. Del Negro, Il Mulino, Bologna 2018; 
7. The specialist reading list will also include a selection of texts from the following volumes:
-	Pace e guerra nella cultura italiana ed europea del Settecento, numero monografico di «Studi settecenteschi», XXII, 2002. 
-	A.A. Cassi, Santa giusta umanitaria. La guerra nella civiltà occidentale, Salerno Editrice, Roma 2015.
-	La pace e le guerre. Guerra giusta e filosofie della pace. Atti del Seminario su «La pace e le guerre», Cagliari, 29 novembre, 9 e 16 dicembre 2004, a c. di A. Loche, CUEC, Cagliari 2005, pp. 45-130. 
N.B.: Information on the texts and Letters to prepare for point n. 3, on an additional specific reading list and documentary and iconographic material will be provided by the lecturer during lectures and posted on the lecturer’s personal webpage: (Docenti Università Cattolica).
TEACHING METHOD
The course will be taught in lectures and further study seminars.
ASSESSMENT METHOD AND CRITERIA
There will be oral examinations at the end of the course.
To pass the examination, students must show they have a good, in-depth understanding of modern history from the age of the Renaissance to 1815. 
Students will take an initial oral test based on the general lines of modern history, in the geopolitical-institutional, socio-economic and religious-cultural realms studied in Module 1. Upon passing the oral exam, students shall then complete the exam requirements with a discussion of the topics presented during the single-subject course (module 2).
Students will be marked out of thirty (18/30 is the lowest mark for a pass; the top mark is 30/30). Students will be awarded a distinction if they complete the test with answers of the very highest standard.
NOTES AND PREREQUISITES
COVID-19 In the event that the health emergency should continue, both teaching activities and any forms of learning monitoring, both in progress and final, will be provided also remotely through our University's Blackboard platform, the Microsoft Teams platform and any other tools envisaged and notified at the beginning of the course, so as to ensure the full achievement of the formative objectives set out in the study plans and, at the same time, the safety of our students.
Students whose study plans already include the History of Modern Historiography are not required to present the text under point 3 of Module 1.
Further information can be found on the lecturer's webpage at http://docenti.unicatt.it/web/searchByName.do?language=ENG, or on the Faculty notice board.
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COURSE AIMS AND INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES 
The course aims to furnish students with general historical knowledge of the Modern Age, encouraging understanding of the essential developments, with a particular focus on Europe. By the end of the course:
1.	Students will have acquired critical knowledge of the history topics covered, applying the most cutting-edge historiographic methods and concepts.
2.	Students will be able to present historical issues in a well-structured way, using appropriate language, applying the knowledge acquired by reading the texts on the course reading list.
3.	Students will be able to apply the techniques learned in lectures independently when approaching other historical topics, using appropriate concepts and tools for the study of history: periodisation, conceptualisation, collection and interpretation of statistical data, recognition and analysis of primary and secondary sources and critical essays.
4.	Students will be able to make independent judgements on historical topics of an institutional, social, religious and ethical nature, thereby deepening their understanding of current affairs. 
5.	Students will be able to communicate historical information, ideas and problems and explanations clearly and accurately to specialist and non-specialist audiences alike. 
COURSE CONTENT
MODULE 1 (Semester 1) (Basic course – 6 credits– cannot be retaken) 
General historical development from the end of the 15th century to 1815. A cycle of lectures will focus on historical crucial points by periods, from the Age of Discovery to the Congress of Vienna. This will provide an in-depth study and methodological guidance for a fruitful home study of the handbooks.
MODULE 2 (Semester 2) (Advanced course – 6 credits– may be retaken)
Single-subject course: Spanish America, Portuguese America: conquest, evangelization, institutions, economy, society (1492-1830). The course offers an overview of the origins and development of the Latin America civilization, from Columbus’s discovery to the independence of the National States.
READING LIST
For Module 1
1.	Lecture notes and documents distributed by the lecturer.
2.	V. CRISCUOLO, Storia moderna, Milan-Turin, Pearson, 2019 (the abridged version by E. Pagano, Pearson 2020). 
3.	Quadri geopolitici italiani ed esiti europei (1494-1815). Letture integrative di Storia moderna, EDITED BY E.PAGANO, Milan, Educatt, 2020. 
4.		J. DUMONT, I falsi miti della Rivoluzione francese, Proceno (VT), Effedieffe, 2013. 
For Module 2
1.	Lecture notes, texts and documents distributed by the lecturer (including on Blackboard).
2.	J. DUMONT, Il Vangelo nelle Americhe. Dalla barbarie alla civiltà, Proceno (VT), Effedieffe, 2013.
3. 	G. ROMANATO, Le Riduzioni gesuite del Paraguay. Missione, politica, conflitti, Brescia, Morcelliana, 2021.
4.	M. GIULI, L’opulenza del Brasile coloniale. Storia di un trattato di economia e del gesuita Antonil, Rome, Carocci, 2021.
TEACHING METHOD
In-class lectures (or video lectures), practical activities based on sources and studies and further study seminars. 
ASSESSMENT METHOD AND CRITERIA
Oral exam. Students will take an initial oral test based on questions (from two to four) on the general lines of Early Modern History within the geopolitical-institutional, socio-economic and religious-cultural contexts studied in Module I. Students who pass this oral test will have to answer one or two questions on the topics covered in the module 2 to complete the exam. Students will be marked out of thirty (18/30 is the lowest pass mark; the top mark is 30/30) and may be awarded with a distinction if they complete the test with accurate and complete answers using an appropriate language. 
NOTES AND PREREQUISITES
One-year course students (12 ECTS) or half-year course students who have already taken an exam in Early Modern History may attend the second semester (advanced course). The Master’s degree students (LM) taking the Modern History course for the second time are invited to contact the lecturer in order to define specific readings and specialised activities. Foreign students must have good knowledge of spoken and written Italian and basic academic knowledge of general European history.
In the event that the health emergency should continue, both teaching activities and any forms of learning monitoring, both in progress and final, will be provided also remotely through our University's BlackBoard platform, the Microsoft Teams platform and any other tools envisaged and notified at the beginning of the course, so as to ensure the full achievement of the formative objectives set out in the study plans and, at the same time, the safety of our students.
Further information can be found on the lecturer's webpage at http://docenti.unicatt.it/web/searchByName.do?language=ENG or on the Faculty notice board.

