Restoration and Conservation of Works of Art
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COURSE AIMS AND INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES 
The course aims to provide students with an overview of the subject matter, tracing its history and adopting an approach based on historiography and documentary evidence in order to understand its purpose and perspectives. By examining and illustrating the cultural events pertaining to the restoration and conservation of works of art, from the beginnings of the discipline in the 16th century to the present day, the course aims to provide students with some of the tools required for completing their degree. At the end of the course, students will have developed a sensibility and critical sense through the in-depth study of the characteristics of portable artworks and the methodological tools of the discipline.
COURSE CONTENT
After a few introductory lectures on the history and theory of artwork restoration and conservation, including that of archaeological finds and Greco-Roman statuary, the lecturer will focus the course on the single subject of modern restoration techniques for paper and parchment-based artworks (ancient and modern drawings and prints, illuminated parchment codices). On a journey from the Renaissance to the present day students will learn the forms of taste and collecting with regard to these unique works. The forms of conservation and restoration of these collections will also be discussed, with updates on the evolution of techniques regarding specific supports and conservation problems. In conclusion, the restoration of contemporary works of art will be addressed, with all its peculiarities, also in dissonance with the principles of traditional restoration.
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Further specific readings will be indicated during the course of lectures.
TEACHING METHOD
Lectures. Guided visits to construction sites, restoration laboratories or conservation institutes will be offered. Interventions by specialists, restoration technicians and conservators will be also provided within the lectures.
ASSESSMENT METHOD AND CRITERIA
An oral exam to assess students’ grasp of the concepts covered in lectures and the basics of the subject matter, which students will have achieved through attendance of lectures and study of the texts on the reading list. In the exam the lecturer will use photographic images of exemplary cases to assess students’ preparation. 
NOTES AND PREREQUISITES
Students are advised that good knowledge of the history of ancient and modern art will be beneficial in the exam. Any questions or requests for information may be directed to: silvio.mara@unicatt.it; during the course, students should also check the lecturer’s webpage and the University Blackboard platform for notices and study material.
Further information can be found on the lecturer's webpage at http://docenti.unicatt.it/web/searchByName.do?language=ENG or on the Faculty notice board.
 
