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COURSE AIMS AND INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES 
The course aims to introduce conceptual and technical tools for descriptive analysis of the population in its structural and dynamic features and for interpreting results of in-depth studies. Primarily in the second part, the course will take a multidisciplinary approach to the topics related to demographic changes, both past and present, in relation to the socio-economic context and the question of sustainability.
By the end of the course, students will have learned:
1.	Knowledge of the fundamental issues, theories and indicators for demographic analysis (DD1 - Knowledge and understanding);
2.	Ability to correctly apply quantitative methods for data processing and for the analysis of demographic dynamics; ability for qualitative interpretation of demographic phenomena in the light of modern theories on fertility, mortality and migration (DD2- Applying knowledge and understanding);
3.	Acquisition of a capacity for critical thinking and independent judgment on the causes and effects of changes in the structure of the population, discussing the theories learned in the course (DD3- Making judgements). 
4.	Ability to read and comment on analysis reports, interpreting demographic transformations from a quantitative and qualitative point of view with specific technical language (DD4-Communication skills). 
5.	Useful skills to capture the long-term macro and micro effects of changes in population structure, with particular reference to the processes of transition to adulthood and aging, with a focus on the Italian context (DD5- Learning skills). 
COURSE CONTENT
1.	Analysis Tools 
–	Population data sources and population balance equation. 
–	Models of population growth. 
–	Age pyramid and structure indicators. 
–	Lexis diagram: rates and probabilities. 
–	Mortality tables and health transition. 
–	Fertility and reproductive transition.
· Couple formation and dissolution;
· Youth and transition to adulthood.
2.	In-depth study paths 
–	History of world demographic development. 
· Well-being, sustainability and demography.
–	Migrations, welfare and attitudes. 
–	Demography and economics. 
READING LIST
A. ROSINA - A. DE ROSE, Introduzione alla Demografia, Egea, 2022
Material edited by lecturers and published on Blackboard. 
Articles and in-depth readings indicated by lecturers and available on Blackboard.
TEACHING METHOD
Lectures and practical exercises, with possible guest speakers. 
ASSESSMENT METHOD AND CRITERIA
The exam will be written and will consist of open-ended questions and exercises. It will take place at the end of the course. 
The open questions are designed not only to assess students’ knowledge of basic course content, but also their ability to apply the concepts and tools learned during the course to analysing contemporary demographic phenomena. The exercises, on the other hand, are designed to assess students’ ability to use statistical tools for analysing demographic data.
As an alternative, students may choose to take the exam in two parts, the first at the end of semester 1, the second at the end of the whole course, with the same type of questions and exercises as the general test. Each of these partial exams will be worth half of the final mark.
NOTES AND PREREQUISITES
In case the current Covid-19 health emergency does not allow frontal teaching, remote teaching will be carried out following procedures that will be promptly notified to students.
Further information can be found on the lecturer's webpage at http://docenti.unicatt.it/web/searchByName.do?language=ENG, or on the Faculty notice board.

