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COURSE AIMS AND INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES
The course aims to provide students with the theoretical and methodological tools to analyse the family deeper from a sociological point of view as a complex, multidimensional and dynamic socio-cultural phenomenon, in order to promote understanding of the challenges that characterise it at relational and socio-educational practice level:
· provide awareness of the methods of sociological work through the reading of some short theoretical and research articles;
· delve into the changes in the family in relation to the changes in Italian society in recent decades;
· develop an understanding of the family as an institution and as a complex and multidimensional system of relationships;
· develop an understanding of the phenomena analysed through comparison with empirical data.
At the end of the course, students will be able to:
· approach the analysis of the family using the interpretation keys offered by the different sociological paradigms (functionalist, conflictualist, interactionist-phenomenological, relational);
· identify the different factors (socio-economic, cultural, relational) that characterise today's families and contribute to the definition of their modus vivendi;
· describe the methodologies and basic tools of social research used to study the family and the relationships between family and other socialisation contexts;
· apply theoretical concepts and some research methodologies to the analysis of concrete situations using specialist vocabulary.
COURSE CONTENT
PART 1: THE TRANSFORMATIONS OF THE FAMILY IN CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY
The family in a sociological perspective: definitional issues, interpretive approaches, and long-term changes. The family as a group and as an institution. Parenting, paternal and maternal identity in the contemporary family. Couple relationships, power, conflict. The pluralisation of family forms. Families with a migratory background. Families fleeing the war. Media and technologies in educational relations. Medically assisted fertilisation and surrogate motherhood. Transformation of welfare systems to support families. Families and educational services in early childhood. 

PART 2: DO RESEARCH WITHIN FAMILY CONTEXTS 
Standard and non-standard approaches to the study of families. The main methods and tools of social research (inquiry; the use of social indicators; the experiment; observation; life stories; case studies; the analysis of secondary sources) and their application to the study of family contexts and relationships between family and other socialisation agencies.
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The lesson slides and the coursepack containing some coding and variable analysis exercises are also a fundamental part of the course. The aforementioned materials will be available on the Blackboard platform.
TEACHING METHOD
Classroom lessons, group and individual activities in the classroom and online (analysis of texts and audio-video documents, short presentations and analysis of statistical data, discussion forums on specific topics). Some exercises in small groups regarding the use of the interview and the questionnaire will be proposed during the semester. Information on how to participate in sociology seminars promoted by the Laris and Cirmib university research centers will also be provided.
The materials used will be made available online via the Blackboard platform.
ASSESSMENT METHOD AND CRITERIA
The exam is oral. Students can divide it into two parts with an interim written test (optional) which will take place during the January-February 2024 break. The interim test, structured with multiple choice questions and open-ended questions, will focus on the topics covered in the first semester. Registration is possible via the Blackboard platform.

The aspects that will be considered for the assessment are: knowledge of the concepts, theories and methodology of social research, the ability to recognise the different types of variables and interpret matrices and statistical tables, the understanding of the main questions taken into consideration from sociological studies on the family, the mastery of sociological vocabulary.
NOTES AND PREREQUISITES
Prerequisites for the course is a basic knowledge of the fundamental concepts of sociology.

[bookmark: _Hlk77762819]Further information can be found on the lecturer's webpage at http://docenti.unicatt.it/web/searchByName.do?language=ENG or on the Faculty notice board.


