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COURSE AIMS AND INTENDED LEARNING OUTCOMES
The course aims to explore key topics in the literary and cultural history of Great Britain through the presentation of various representative texts. The course will introduce students to a more mature and conscious approach to studying some of the themes, authors and works that have contributed to the development of English literature and, consequently, English-speaking culture. By the end of the course, students must be able to make connections between the literary works and the various historical periods covered. They must be able to comment on and analyse – in terms of form and content – the works addressed and will have acquired university-level expressive skills.
COURSE CONTENT
The course is divided into two modules.

Module 1: History of English literature.
The module aims to tackle the main movements and protagonists of English literature from its origins up at the end of the 17th century, through the study of the life and works of the authors and with the use of literary anthologies. There will be a particular focus on the figures of Chaucer, Wyatt, Surrey, Spencer, Sidney, Donne and Milton.

Module 2: Elizabethan theatre and Shakespeare
The module introduces students to the study of the main dramatist of English literature. After a brief history of English theatre from its origins up to the Elizabethan age, the module focuses on the figure of Shakespeare and on one of his major tragedies, Macbeth, which will be analysed through a series of close-reading exercises and by reflecting on the adaptation strategies used in major cinematographic versions (Welles, Kurosawa, Polanski, Coen). 
READING LIST

Module 1:
A. CATTANEO, A Short History of English Literature, Vol. 1, Mondadori Università, Milan 2019 [2011].

The texts for the literary anthology will be provided in the form of a course pack at the beginning of the course. Non-attending students will be provided with an additional course pack via Blackboard.

Module 2:

W. SHAKESPEARE, Macbeth, Sandra Clark and Pamela Mason eds., The Arden Shakespeare – Bloomsbury, London 2015 [1997].

Details of the critical reading will be provided during the course and provided in a course pack. 

During the year, students will also be required to read key works and assessed on their knowledge of these during the exam. This year's texts are:

O. WILDE, The Picture of Dorian Gray (any English edition)
G. ORWELL, Nineteen Eighty-Four (any English edition).
TEACHING METHOD
Frontal lectures.
ASSESSMENT METHOD AND CRITERIA
Oral examination in Italian or (at student's request) in English. Based on open questions, the exam is designed to assess knowledge acquired during the course and to evaluate historical, critical, language and expressive skills. It includes: 1) reading aloud and translation: students must demonstrate that they have learned the vocabulary and linguistic structures of the texts on the syllabus and must learn to describe the specific forms from the point of view of the literary genre in question; 2) in-depth analysis, interpretation, critical commentary and historical, historical-literary contextualisation of the texts on the syllabus. 
The final mark (out of 30) is calculated as follows: 50% for the first point and 50% for the second point: to pass the exam, students must pass (18/30) both parts. Important assessment criteria include language skills, clarity of expression, ability to structure effective arguments and make links with other authors and works. 
For students on a year-long course (LLS, LCM and ELT): the weighted average of the marks for the interim tests in written and spoken English will contribute to the final mark.
NOTES AND PREREQUISITES
Notes

The course lasts one year and is designed for students enrolled in the first year of the Linguistics degree programme whose study plan includes the English Language and Literature course (i.e. the following profiles: Foreign Languages and Literatures, Language Specialist for Tourism and Languages, Communication and Media). 
The course is also intended for Linguistics undergraduate students on the Business Language Specialist and International Relations Language Specialist profiles (Esperto linguistico d’Impresa; Esperto linguistico per le Relazioni Internazionali) to take as a semester-long course. The course syllabus for these students is the same as the syllabus for Semester 1.

Prerequisites

The module has no prerequisites in terms of content. However, students are expected to be interested in and demonstrate intellectual curiosity about the subject and to have at least moderate knowledge of English. 

STUDENT RECEPTION 

Student reception will take place in the teacher’s office or online on Microsoft Teams by appointment. Please send a request by email.

Further information can be found on the lecturer's webpage at http://docenti.unicatt.it/web/searchByName.do?language=ENG or on the Faculty notice board.

