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Content

• Background information about importance of plant diseases. Myth,
history and science: why study plant pathology?

ECT 1
• Causal agents of disease (bacteria, viruses, fungi, phytoplasmas and

viroids);
• Koch’s postulates and main diagnosis methods;
• The disease cycle, infection process and the infection cycle.
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ECT 2
• Description of the main grapevine diseases: symptoms, biology,

diagnosis, life cycle, epidemiology and yield losses.
ECT 3
• Disease control:

• treatment against the causal agent;
• through the host;
• through the environment.
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Teaching methods

• Lectures by the Instructor (20 hours)

• Material for each ECTS provided before the classes via Blackboard

Assessment

• written exam - 1 hour time

• 10 questions (multiple choice with only one right answer) mixed up with 
other questions from pre-courses of Viticulture and Enology (total of 30 
questions)

• Minimum score 18 (min 6 for each subject)
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Teaching materials:
ü Blackboard

Suggested readings:
ü Plant Pathology, 5th Edition - G. Agrios
ü Compendium of Grape Diseases, Disorders

and Pests, 2 nd Edition – APS Press

Supplementary materials:
ü The Triumph of the Fungi – N. Money
ü Plant Ptahology: Past to Present – F.H. 

Tainter
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Teaching objectives 

• Reach a common knowledge of the main concepts in 
basic plant pathology 

• Share a common (and appropriate) language 

• Reach a general knowledge about the main grapevine 
diseases, their characteristics and their management 
principles






